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* PROV. xxi. 15. 
It is joy to the juſt to do judgment, 


but ' deftruFion - ſhall be to the 
workers of Iniquity. 


g=- the wiſe King of Iſrael was 


not.only a great Lover of Juſtice, 

» Y: ( as every good Man as) but had 
—-- great Power 'and Opportunity of 
doing Juſtice among - his Subjects , by | 
virtue of that high Office, that regal 
Digmity , with which he was inveſted. 
And he had alſo a great Sagacity in dil- 
cerning how to do it, and finding on 
which fide it lay, as we may learn from 
what 1s related of him in the Firſt Book 
of - Kings, concerning his deciding the 
Controvycrſic. between the two Women 
about the Liying and the Dead Child. 
And therefore we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that what: he ſays in the former part ar 
leaft, of- the Words of the Text, was no 
more than what he himſclf had found to 
be true by Experience, 1: is joy to the juſt - 
to 
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ro do judgment -: i. ce. Itisa great Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction to a good and righteous 
Man to execute Juſtice imparcially, ” els 
what leaves a ſavoury Reliſh behind ir, 
and is very delightful and comfortable 
in the Refietion: upon at afterwards ; 
But deſtruftion ſhall be to the workers of 
iniquity, 1.e. However wicked Men may 
poſlibly. pleaſe. themſelves for a-while in 
their unrighteous Dealings, and rcjoyec 
in Iniquity for a time, yet firſt orilaſt, 
in this World, or. however in the next, 
ir will be the Ruine of * em, if a rimely 
Repentance do not prevent it. 4131 
This ſeems © to | be the moſt. obvious 
Senſe of the Words at the firſt 'reading 
of *em. Burt there is: another ſomewhat 
difterent from this, which they are alſo 
very well capable of, and both. the 'one 
and the other contains a Truth that 1s 
very. well-worthy our Conſideration; It 
is joy to the juſt to do judgment ;' or, as 
it may be render'd, The Execution of Tal 
flice is matter of Foy zo the Juſt 5-1, e. Juſt 
and Good Men are very "much pleas'd 
in ſeeing Juſtice done, tho” it be by 0- 
thers. and not chemſelyes, and cyecn _ 
they 
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they perhaps have no particular concern 
in it. And if we take theformer part of 
the Words in this Senſe, then the Anti- 
theſis will be the more clear in the latter 
part, But deftruftion ſball be to the workers 
of miquity, or, ' as it may be.render'd, 
But it is a great Terror and Mortification 
to the Workers of Unrighteouſneſs; as if 
Solomon had ſaid, When good Magi- 
ſtrates | diſcharge their Truſt faithfully, 
and.cxecute Juſtice impartially , all ho- 
neft and good Men are greatly recjoyc'd 
at 1t, but it brings a ſore Terror and 
* Conſternation upon the Workers of Ini- 
quity: We pes 28 ſy 
Taking-the/Words thereof according 
tothe full-latixude of their Senſe, they 
preſent us with four things to be conli- 


der'd. 


i i-  T. That tis a; great pleaſure tO A juſt 
':” Man to:do Juſtice. 

IL That *tis a great pkeaſure alſo to 

the Spectators, if they be righteous 

./ -and:good Men, to ſee good Magi- 

|. ſtrares; faithfully diſcharging their 

Duty 1ri the Execution of ages ; 
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HH. That the ſame 1s .a great Terror 
- to the: Wicked and Unjuſt And, 
IV. That Injuſtice and Wickedneſs 
* will frſt or laſt bring a Man to 
ruine without Repentance.  Deſtra- 
Aion ſhall be to the workers of Ini- 


quity. h 


[ ſhall ſpeak ſomething briefly to each 
of theſe Propoſitions by way of  Illu- 
ſtration and Confirmation of them, and 
then proceed to make ſome . Applica- 
ton. And, | 


I. That *cis a great Pleaſure to a juſt 
Man to do Juſtice. ' And this it is: 

Firſt, Becauſe *tis an acting according 
to his own Indlinations. Now *tis al- 


ways pleaſant to a Man to purſue-the 


natural or habitual Inclinations of his 
Mind. Merciful and Compaſſionate Men 
take delight in relieving and fuccouring 
the Aﬀicted ; A bountiful Diſpoſition 15 
pleas'd with Acts of Liberality;, and 
therefore ſecks the fit: Occaſions and Op- 
portunities for *em, accordingito that of 


the Prophet, ' The- liberal deviſeth liberal 


things. 
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things. \: Even, cvilandijnaughty Inclinati- 

QNs. make ; it. pleaſant in ſome degree for 
the time; to, at. according to *em: So 
a  Covetous Man takes pleaſure in 
hoarding up Money, tho' to no pur- 
poſe: One that is of a Reyengeful Dil- 
poſition, 1n acting his Revenge: A Luxu- 
rious Perſon in Riot and Exceſs. Bur 
the difference is, Where the Habit or In- 

. Clination 15 Evil, all the Pleaſure that can 
come from acting according :to it, 1s 
quite over-balanc” d, by the Sting > it leaves 
behind ; and tis not ſo olcaſant in doing 
as 'tls bitter to rcfle&t upon, and birter 
in its Conſequences. Bur on the other 
11de,, where. Reaſon, Religion, and Incli- 
FafioR. mect, there the Pleaſure of: acting 
according: to:fuch an, Inchnation, 1S' Cn» 
tire, and no'Sorrow mix'd with it, ibut a 
Man is caſio and well pleas'd: in follow- 
ing the Bent - his own Heart, and does 
nor ar ha fall .TUe.it another Day; bur 
tho” au'd mect with ſomes Difficut 
tics and Obftructions from without, !ycr 
he LN find a Reward in the comfortas ad 
ble. T ſimony, | of. his own Dovermgg.rq | | 
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Secondly, *Tis Joy-to' the Juſt to _, 
Judgment , becauſe he knows that he 
does well in ſo doing, and that his Ach- 
on is approv'd by Almighty God.” He 
knows that he acts as becomes a Reaſo- 
nable Creature, .and: agreeably to m_ 
Law by which he himfelt muſt be jud 

And this cannot but be a dies ; $a 
ſure to the Mind : A pleaſure which none 
can poſlibly have in doing wickedly : For 
however thro* Errorſuch may ſometimes 
imagine that they 'do well, yer that's the 
moſt it can amount to, they can never be 


| ſure of it, becauſe it is not ſo; and ge- 


nerally wicked Men either know, or at 
leaſt greatly ſuſpe&t that what they do is 
evil,” and diſpleaſing to God, and that 
cannot. but be a great Difquier 'to the 
Mind of any Man that will give him- 


ſelf leave to think, and refle&t on his 


own Actions. And hence, /_ 

Thirdly,” To do Jufticc 'muft' needs be 
Joy to'a good Man, beeaufe"of the aſſu- 
red: Hope it gives him of God's Favour, 
who 15 eycrmore a Lover and Rewarder 
of 'the Upright ; according to' that of 


Plalry, rx. 7: the Pfalnuſt, 7, he righteous Lord loveth 


righteouſ- 
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righteouſneſs. 'his Countenance doth bebold 
the upright. Thus Job, who was a great Ru- 
ler and Magiſtrate in his Country, groun- 
ded his hope of a Blefting from God upon 
his having faithfully diſcharg'd his Duty 


in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, as we 


read in the 2gth of Job, from the 14th. 


to the 18th. Verſe. I put on righteouſneſs, 
and it cloath d me, my judgment was as a 
robe anda diadem. TI was eyes to the blind, 
and feet was'T to the lame. I was a father 
to the poor, and the cauſe which T knew not 
I ſearch d out. And I brake the jaws of 
the wicked, and pluck d the ſpoil out of his 
Teeth ; Then I ſaid, I ſhell die in my neſt, 
TI ſhall multiply my days as the ſand. He 
hop'd to enjoy Proſperity and a long 
Life, becauſe he had been fo good a Ma- 
viftrate, and ſo great a Patron of. Right 
and Juſtice where he liv'd. And this his 
Hope did not deceive him, tho* he had 
indeed a great Intcryal 'of Afﬀi&tion. 
Bur, 

' Fourthly, Te may well be Joy to a juſt 
Magiſtrate to do Judgment, becaule 'tis 
an high Honour done him by Al- 
mighty' God to be employ'd in- doing; 

bh, B 2 part 
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part of his Work. . For 'tis God that is 
the great Doer of Juſtice to all his Crea- 
tures: He 1s the Fountain. of ;Right as 
\ he js the Fountain of Good : He 1s the 
Judge of all the Warld, and will one 

Day do right impartially unto all : :He 

ks aid that Vengeance is his, and he 
Rom. 12: 19: weft repay. However he does not ordi- 
narily 1n this Life take the -Execution: of 

Tuſtice immcdiately into his own: Hands, 

but has appointed Deputics for 1t, + to 
whom upon that account he has ſaid 7e 
are Gods. However difficult it may be 
to. prove any -one particular Form of 
Government to be of Divine Right, moſt 


ſtracy in general, are the Ordinance of 
God. And of every lawtal Magiſtrate, 
we may ſay that he 5 God's miniſter to us. 
Rom. 13-4: for good, a revenger to. execute mrath on 
him. that doth wrong. Y 
There are ſeveral other Reaſons that 
might be given why *tis ſuch a Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction to. a Juſt Man to do 
Judgment. But the ſame are alſo Reaſons 
_ of the Second thing, and therefore, may 
be confider'd - there. Now. the Second. 
Propoſition was, | : IE 
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ccrtain 1t is that Government. and Magr 
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"Fan me Free Lord Moor 


I" That? tis a grrat Pleaſure alſo to 
the. Spectators, 1f they, be Righteous arid 
Good . Men, :to. ſee good Magiſtrates 


faichfully diſcharging therr Duty in the 


Execution of Juſtice. So 1t 1s 

Firſt, Becauſe "tis a Pleaſure to ſee o- 
chers doing that which one wou'd do 
one's ſelf, to ſee eſpecially great Men and 
Magiſtrates concurring with one 1n'Op1- 
non, and doing that 'which one knows 
IS right and fit to' be done. Bur, . 

Secondly, Tis Joy 'to a Juſt Man to do 
Juſtice, and tis Joy to all good Men to 
ſce 1t, done, becauſe *ris a thing ſo,very 


neceſſary, and ſo beneficial to: Mankind. 


I ſhall not be large upon this Common 


Place : For 'tis obvious to the [Thoughts 


of all Men,. that;without ſome | Execuri- 
on of Juſtice, there can be no Peace; no 


Security, no quict.or comfortable Living; 


no Property, no. calling:any. thing- one's: 


own,. and thence no honeſt Induſtry, nor 
none of; the moſt ordinary -Convemiencies 


of: rom And henge .'tis| commonty-ob- | 
ſerv;d; that: even; Thieves: and! Rabbers; 


tho” Ticker Lxads be, all: Violence and In- 
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juſtice towards others, yet arc forc'd to 
exerciſe ſome kind. of Juſtice among 
themſclves in the dividing of the Spoil. 
But it 1s not only thoſe Crimes where- 
by Men-do immediately injure one* ano- 
ther, that a good . Magiſtrate will think 
himſelf bound to puniſh, but thoſe alſo 
whereby they diſhonour God, or abuſe 
themſelves. For whatever . we. tolerate, 
none certainly can plead for a Toleration 


of Vice and open Profaneneſs or Wick- 
© edneſs. If we tolerate ſuch things, we 


have cauſe to fear that God will not long 
tolerate 'us. But a faithful and diligenc 
Endeavour to ſuppreſs all things of that 
Nature, by executing the Laws that are 
in force againſt them, is the only way to 


 prevenc God's Judgments from falling-on 


us. - And therefore it nwft needs be Joy - 


©: the Magiſtrate to do this, when there 
1s quft Cauſe for 1t, if ke be one that- de- 


 Lghes in doing this Duty, and/Joy to eve 


ry:g00d Man to ſee it done ; -to ſee Vir- 
euc and Picty iencourag'd, and notorious 
Offenders:puniſh'd ; to ſee Truthand Iv 
nocence brought-.to light and! clear'd; 
and imalicious::Subtlcry defeated: of ' its 

+: 1511 Deſigns ; 
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Deſigns ;. ro ſee Ordex.and Peace ain-l = 


taind, Vice diſcountenanc'd;; and Wick-; 
ednets; if,not totally ſappreſs'd,: yet kepr: + 
| under Hatches, and not daring: openly to 
ſhew 1tſelf. Theſe arc yery comely and 
deſirable | Spectacles; in ſuch: g World-:as: 
this ,. where ['we cannot; expect -thati all: 
things ſhou'd be ſo well as we-.could with; 
but ought to be thankful to: thoſe who 
uſe a diligent Endeavour to (keep thiffgs 
in ſometolerable gogd'Otder; thoſe god 
Magiſtrates who. ſtudy; to.' promote! the 
Publigk. Peace, and Welfare ; and to-an-: 
ſwer the. Ends of Fear Inſticution, A- 
ain, 
« 7 hirdly, There are Fen Os. 
ſes whepcin it-45 more eſpecially a: pleafahr 
thing ro do;Juſtice;:0x:40 ſee.it.welldone: 
As for. Inſtance; When Wickedneſs ts :fuch, 
as cries tor Vengeance, when it fecms. 
big enough to bring a Stamof Guile up-: 
on a whole Cny or Nation, if not ſpeedi-: 
lz,,aycng'd, 'or, when-:che Suffcrings' of 
ſome innocent Perſons: -ArE ſuch by:rea- 
ſon. .of Oppreſſors,, that *tis enough to 
grieve. the, Heart... of | any canis 
Man. to- obſerve it... In: theſe and _ 
tke 
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like Caſes, - a good Man may be in pain 
till-he has ſec Juſtice done, - his: Stomach 

my To. riſc'againſt ſome: ſore! of Wick- 
edneſs as/ it may happen to be aggravared, 

or his Cotnpaſſion may -be ſuch- towards 
ſome' Sufferers, ''or he-may-be ſo *appre- 
henſfive of Publick Guilt and Infamy- by 

reaſon-of : forrie: Crimes; that he/may be 
ſcarce able to)brook any Delay. And'in 
ſuch Caſes to ſee Juſtice done Is very deſi- 
rable;and vesy» pleaſant. | - 

Alnughty God 15 infinirely patient; ak 
bears: longawith Men,and yet: -whers Wick: . 
edneſs' 1s *grown to 'a great height; we 
find him expreſſing himſelt as onein pain 
ell he had executed Judgment . uport 'E- 
vil-Doets; I/e.ir +4. 4b T "wil eaſe" me of 
mine adoerſaries, ah ave "ge - me": of * mine 
exemies.”Andieven good Men "(who are 
always compaſſionate, yet ) may be al 
low'd fomerumes'to! 'rejoyce m the Piniſh- 
ment of + Evildoers.: - For to fiys the! 
Pfalanſt, -T he. rightebus' Jhal! ai heh! 
he: feeth' the' wengeame,” 'Pfad. $8: IS. Fae! 
be it from any :good Man'to rejoyce: 
mcrely: in| the Sufferings of 'another- how: 
wicked ſocver; ard not-rattier to will 
his 
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his Repentance and Amendment, , Bur © 
yet when Wickedneſs is, very, great..and 
daring, or.apen and notorious, ſo: thac 
there 1s apparent need of aſpeedy Refor- 
mation, to prevent the Judgments of 
God,-xt cannot but.rejoyce a good Man's 
Heart to ſee a Check put to it by the 
power of the Magiſtrate, and Examples 
made of ſome ſuch Tranſgreſlors, thac 
ſo they themſelves, if poſhble, may be 
brought to Repentance ; and however, 
that others may ſce it and fear, and have 
a care: how they do the like, And . the 
- Execution -of Juſtice therefore 1n ſych 
Caſes as theſe,finds a general Approbation 
and Applauſe ; Whence Solomon tells us, 


That when it goeth well with the res he... 


the City rejoyceth, and when the Wicked pe- 
riſh there is ſhouting. | 

But to proceed to the Third Propoſition. 
That's but the manifeſt Conſequence of 
what has becn already ſaid, v4z. EY 


WIL That the Execution of Juſtice 1s 
terrible ro Evil-doers. It muſt needs be 
ſo ſince *tis they that ſuffer by it. Thar 
Sn then finds them our, a brings 'em 

| ; 9 
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to publick Shamc, and'rheir guilty. Con- 
ſciences many times in” ſuch Caſes. are 
let looſe to torment *em. And' happy it 
is for them 1f they can bur repent and f 
amend their Ways, and fo eſcape thoſe 
endleſs Torments to which Sin elſe will 
inevitably bring *«m. ,They will have 
reaſon then to be very thankful for their 
Cure, tho' the Methods of it were never 
ſo bitter and unpleaſant. But *tis a ſad 
and a dreadful thing indeed* when 'Pu- 
mfhments:in this .Life, from the Hand of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, ' are but a Prelude 
to everlaſting Woe and Miſery in the 
| next ; which yet muſt be the Cafe if nor 
prevented by Repentance, according .to 
the Fourth Propoſition, manifeſtly contain- 


ed in the Words of the Text, viz. 
IV. That Injuſtice and Wickedneſs 
will moſt certainly bring a Man to ruin 4p 
without Repentance. Deftrafion ſhall be _ |\ 


fo the workers of Iniquity. This 1s. a Truth: 
which has a neccflary Connexion with, 
and Dependence. upon the cflential Artri- 
butes of God, his Veracity and __ Jy- 
: Kc. 
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ſtice.. , He; has ſaid 1c; and therefore no 
doubt he will niake_ it good., And we 
muſt have ,very unworthy - thoughts of 
bim, it, we caz belicye that, ever. he will, 
ſuffer any Man. finally co proſper by dil- 
plealing him, and doing Evil, ſeeing he 
always ſees it, be it carry'd never ſo cloſc, 
and always has it in his power to do Ju- 
ſtce. , It 15 therefore moſt certain.that he 
will one Day meet , with all: the Workers 
of Iniquity, and convince *'em fully 'to 
their cycrlaſting Satisfaction, . that he was . 
no idle or unconcern'd Spectator of what 
they did, , but did. always, intend .what he 
had ſo often told *em in vain, cven to 
render. to all ' Men, according -.to their 
Works.' And then they will never call 
in. queſtion his Providence any. more, nor 
have. it 1n their power to be.Infidels any 
longer. rf. 1 be BR 

_ .In.chis./World it cannot otherwiſe. be 
but: ſom&, will .cſcape from; Juſtice, as:it 
1s executed by Men. . Some are too big 
for the Law, and ſome. too ſubtil. - And 
Humane Laws cannot reach to all Caſcs: 
They are indeed .but an 'expedicnt fora 
F1 Ss 5 a ” me 
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the Execution 'of them, or howſoeyer 


Men may eſcape here, thereis One above 
whom no Mancan decerve,nonecan bribe, 
nor none can betoo ſtrong: for, who will 
not fail to do right to all, and to-make it 
appear 'plainly that *twas every Man's In- 
tereſt as well as Duty - to live ſober< 
ly, righteouſly, and godltly in the 

And now having: ſpoken thus. brict- 
Iy to thoſe Four Propoſittons which are 
all manifeſtly contair'd -the Words of 
the Text, -as they have been explain'd, 
I procecd in the next .place to make ſome 
Application of what has been faid to the 
preſent Time and Occafion. AndI think 
if we reflect ſeriouſly upon the Doctrine 
that has been deliver'd; it will afford us 
Motives ſufficient to the Duties which 
all or any of us are now call d to. Whe- 
ther it be, Firft, to chooſe fuch a Magi 
ftrate- as we believe will be: faithful 'ro 
the Truſt repos'd mn him, and att © | 


© 4 ome imo ———_—_——_—_—— — - 
—_—_ ——_— — = — - 


"Election of the Lord Mayor... 


ſelf to'be a Lover of Taſtice, a Patton 


of Picty and Virtue, and-a Terror to E- 
vil-doers,- which is the-proper Buſineſs 
of ſome of you. Or, Secondly, To dif- 
charge' this-great Truſt accordingly; and 
fo as'to anſwer the Hopes' and Expecta- 


tions-.of good Men. Or, Thirdly, To 


be aiding and afliſting in the doing there- 
of, which is' every one's. Dury as he has 
Abiliry and Opportunity. Or," Leftly, 
which is conſtantly the Duty of us-all, 
'To behave our ſelves ſo that a good 
Magiſtrace faithfully diſcharging his Truſt, 
may be'no Terror, but'a Joy and:Com- 
fort ts us. The Dotrine, I ſay, thar 
has Been deliver'd contains: Motives fuF- 
ficictit to every one of theſe; which I 
hall crave leave briefly to hay before you, 
am fo conclude. A, 


- Pint, All thoſe that ac concern nd may 
hirs find how much it 'does/bchoye *cm 
fo uſe their Endeayours that fuch a Per- 
fon may be choſen as' they belieye will 
faichfully diſcharge'the Truſt repos'd in 


_— 3 one that 'has. the Courage to 'do- 
Juſtice 


eat wr 
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| Juſtice manly. > @-Friend- to Truth 
and-Right ; One that 1s. of a true Pub- 
lick Spirit; a Loyer of. his! Countty, and 
of this great City 1n particulars. _ 1 
(which. 1s che, Foundation;. of | all-)- One 
that fears God 5, a Man. ſincerely ;Religt 
ous, and of unſpotted Virtue, and con- 
ſcquently a ſure.-Enemy to all Debauche- 
ry, Profanencls,. and Immoraliry.;' 3' 'One, 
an ſhort, -to whom 1 It, wall be joy 46: do 
Judgment and Righteouſncls, and' who 
will do what he can'to prevent the utter 
Deſtruction of the Workers of Iniquity, 
by excrcifing an,wholſome 'Scyerity-;ra- 
wards *em, that if poſhble they may; :be 
reclaintd, or, at leaſt,.to ſtop, as-far as 
may be, the Contagion of their ill- Ex- 
ample ; ſuch an one, 'or one that approa- 
. ches neareſt to, and deſerves: molt.:of 
E. ſuch a Character as this, will every good | 
| Man dejvs. to :chooſ. ; Foriwhy.2 The 
Love God, 'and of - Religion, -of:þu- 
ſtice mJ, Rightcouſncls, . the delite of the 
Publick Good, .and the; hopes: of.;avert- 
ing the. heavy Judgments- of. God; by 
giving ſome Check: to;,growing Impicty, 
mulſt 
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muſt-nceds+ prompt him to-it; And- he 
wall, conſider that if /he knowingly con: 
tributes-to:the-ferting up 'of onewho. he 
believes will not 'anſwer theſe Ends, he 
thereby. derives a Share. of the Guilt of 
all npon/ hjaſclt, -and becomes -anfwera- 
ble-for. other Men's Sins, With all the ſad 
Conſequences of thei. | But; - i; 


Secondly, Whoever ſhall be choſen to 
ſerve ,God;and his Country'in fo high a 
Station, I» uſt entreat -hini' to fuffer the 
Word'of ' Exhortatign,: and:tg' conſider 
the Motives that have already beer ſug: 
geſted to a faithful diſcharge of- his Duty: 
in dojng- all that he can, and:that.the Law 
empowers him-'to do, not',only towards: 
Equity. between: Man -and May, and the. 
preventing of Oppreſſion and. Extortion;. 
( which arc crying Sins) but alfo for the. 


beating down -all manner .of '. Vice and. 


Profaneneſs: by; a+ vigorous! putting the 
Laws mexccution againſt them, and. cfi- 
couraging, (not Brow-beating,). ſuch: ' as 
are willing; to. be: helpful m ſa good. a 
R | Work, 
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Work, and- to'-give! Information - againſt 
Offenders'; This is. a thing highly. becom- 
ing. cvery-good Magiſtrate; and no' more 
than what 1s requir'd of 'em by his 
Majeſty's late- Proclamation for prevent- 
ing and puniſhing -Immoralay and* Pro- 
fanencls. - A- Wotk-1t is whichthe *may 
juitly delight and -glory m :- For *tis:ſuch 
an Uſe of his Authority ias' he may be 
ſure will. be acceptable co God, and ap- 
prov'd of all Good Men,' which-/ought 
to be a Conſideration/fufficient'to arms 
againſt the unjuſt-Cenſuresi and Obloquy 
of others: Tis: a Wofk highly: neceſſary 
in ſuch'an Age as this, ' when ſo--great 
2 Torrent of Licentiouſneſs and' Wick- 
edtiefs has unhappily broken 1n upon us, 
and when / the Oyerflowings of ' Ungod- 
lincſsi4o To fuftly-niake us afraid) of hea- 
vy Judgments likely to. enſue. But how 
| proper ad ! becoming, -'/how -noble-and 

onomable a "thing 1s it for good -Ma- 
piſtrates ih ſuchia"Caſe to- ſtand inthe 
Gap, and with- Phrneas, to execiite Judg- 
ment upon notorious Offenders, thereby 
to aveftt the Wrath of Ged; 'and'to _— 
e270 1 ' pe 
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= by Force . and Terror to - fot+ 
open: Practice of 'their _ 

tics,, whom Words and Perfwaſions, Ar 
4 prmcBe drawn from Reaſon: and Rehi 
gion, | will . not work- upon: For there 
are but too: many of -. thoſe who have 
no Faith, no Principles left for a Prea- 
cher to work on, but their Conſciences 
arc benumm'd, and their Hearts harden'd; 
And; yct they have their Setiſcs Rill, 
and are capable of feeling the Hand of 
4 Juſtice, and poſhbly might, ſome of them, 
be reclainr'd thereby, were it well laid 
on.- : However, "that were - the way to 
tcrrifie others, and to make the Works 
of Darkneſs to. retire, - at leaſt, intb 
Corners, and keep themſelves within 
their PAAPer: and. - native, Obſcurt- 
ty, and-., not, | crawl; ;out- into the 
Light, . or- Fo dag Abroad, to ſpread 
: the Contagion. ;in_ the | open: 1 Day. 
"This 1s what will make 'the-» Counte: ' 
nance of a Magiſtrate awful, and his 
SRoparRRee. terrible to; the Workers: of 
Irnquigyy bu t. pleaſant. and. delightful to 

't hoſe that ove Raighttwuſheſs: "This: $ 
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the way to procure "a Bleſſing from God, 
and a lengthening out' of our Tran 

lity ; and-this I am ſure will 'afford* 
him thar does it:, - a far more Sb Kt 
able Reflexion afterwards than his 'ma- 
king the greateſt Worldly Advantage ; 
or, in ſhorr, than any thing clſc can do. 
Bur, 


7 birdly , The fame! Mornves which 
ought 'to prevail with - Magiſtrates to 
ſct themſelves, and 'bend their whole 
Power and Authority againſt the Work- 
crs of Iniquity of all ſorts, ſhon'd alſo 
perſuade: every *one of us, ' as far'as we 
have . Abilicy - and: Opportunity ,- to be 
aiding and afliſting 'to- them in 'fo 
doing, and eſpecially co have a care 
how we weaken their Hands, or 'any ways 
hinder (them in*their Endcavours to do 
ſo. good and neceſſary x' Work.' There 
is ' no queſtion but if 7 good Magi- 
ſtrate ſers himſelf in*good carneft to 
the beating down of - Viee and Wick- 
ednefs , : and ' promoting! a general © Re- 
formation of Manners, "the Devil and 
tus 
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his. Inſtruments. wall: preſently be very 
bufic 'an- '0ppoſing: any ' ſuch; Deſign. 
They will traduce and miſrepreſent at, 
and. endeayour to':raiſe ſome Scandal 
or other upon all whom they find ſtir- 
ring and-/ active. in it; They will pre 
tend to- ſmell-'out ſome: Deſign of ' pro- 


moting a ' worldly :iIntefefſt, or advan- 


cing a | Faction', and let : Men carry 
themſelves never ſo innocently and un- 
blameably in the matter, ſome Quarrel 
or ' other they will: pick with them, or 
raife ſome: Stories whereby to diſpa- 
rage them, -and to blaſt their Enterprize. 
But let us. have a Care how we rafh- 
ly give car to ſuch Infinuattons, how 
we! take; up.,, or ſpread any falſe Re- 
ports. of this:ikind-; leſt! happly we be 
found Fighters againſt God: We can- 
not 'but. be ſenfible- of the great. need 
chere..is of. Reformation,. and therefore, 
I think, the: leaft: we can.do is to-com- 
mend: the: Zeal | of : thoſe that iſer them- 
ſelves to! promote 1t, and to encourage 
them therein. It 1s good for us, the A- 


Os __ to be. eealanſſy affefted, always Gl 4. 18. 
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in a good matter; and that -I'am ſure 


none can: deny this ro be. ;. Let+ us have 
a care..therefore how we. pretend to En 
cr. into Mens Thoughts, or to: judge: 
and .cenſure their private. Intentions, 
which: are. known: only , to God. and 
pcs: So long as-#he. Work: they. 


do. 1s. a 'good Wotk , andthe Means 


they aſe no_ other than what. arc law- 


ful, 1t cannot but be very all done to 
cenſurc It, or cndeavyour to. obſtruct it, 
though there ſhow: ſometimes (and *tis 
a great Wonder indeed if there}. never 
thou'd ) be a [Mixture of ſome Indifcre- 
tron 1n the Management of- it. 

For my -part, I cannot. but look on 
K as a. very: great and wonderful Mer- 
cy: of, God to! theſe Nations, © if it ſhall 
pleaſe him to« ſtir-up; and to continue 
" ſuch a Zeal as there_ ſeems: at this time 


to. be among many young Perfons, and 


others, for the i promoting .a Reformari- 
ON of Manners; which; may | 1n.. due 
time, with the help of ' good and faith- 
ful Magiſtrates, givc a Check to all oper 
Impiety and. Immorality, make the Laws 
againſt 
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againſt *em uſeful, and. reduce us by de- 
grees to-a general Sobricty, and" fome 
Senſe-of * Religion, which at preſent: are 

{6 woflly*' gone ro decay. I am fute 
if this be not done, it muſt be faid of 
Us as It - was of, the Romans + the Hr 


ads the ty of ſo'? Uench. Vice 
and Corruptiorr, nor yet. umdergo the 
neceflary trouble of being 'cur” d. And 
then certainly: we muſt [By tipe” for” De- 
ſtruction.” But if. we have any Love for 
our Country, | any Care of 'our' Poſte- 
rity; any Senſe of, God's Honour, 'or 
any. Tcgard' to the Credit : of that w 
form'd 'Religion which we profeſs , 

behoves. us' ro! be'. ſo far from) hier. 
ing, thar we ſhou'd rather be'ready to 
do -alt that honeſtly and lawfully we 


ean, to prevent fo. great, and imminent 


a. Danger, by ſetring forwar'd' to our 
power, a general Reformation of Man- 


ners. Bur, 


Fourthly 
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deliver'd, 1s that which is the Dupe © of 
nd one. % us-at all rimes, viz. To 
chavc, our .ſc YES. 1o...that.. a; good Ma- 
aire ng athfully diſcharging his. Truſt, 
may , IT DO, error; but a: Joy 20g 
Comfort to. us. That the Apoſtle, tells 
us - will be the Log xf,we do our Du- 
ty as WE, ouph t..to do,. Rom. .13. .3. 
> Witt ; thop thep not © be. afraid of the 
Power ?,, Do-that which. is good and thou 
eat have praiſe. of the ſame. For he 3s 
the 'Minifter, of God to thee for good ; 
but i di thou do thet which. is evil , he a- 
A of: jartbory n0t_. the. ſword: in 
2g1n.;. d indec tho! Magiſtrates may 
oft 74 too! remiſs in , puniſhing; . Men 
fort tl Fg Fes, yet they. are. yery bad 
ones in 7% 1, will .puniſh. them for 
doing yell; Squite. contrary to the 
delign of their Inſtitution, and; the. ve- 
ry end of the Law, which the ſame A- 
poſtle cells us,, was not made for a righ- 
teous 
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teons: man; tO coerce Or puniſh . a: | Tim. 1.9. 


but: far. the ungodly and for finners.. And 
therefore unleſs it be by reaſoy.of ſors 
great Miſtakes in Religion, or: the like, 
it docs not .often Þ happen that Men 
ſuffer from the Hand of the Magiſtrate 
for doing weil. But where the Law 1s 
good, and the Magiſtrate good, there 
15 no fear of it. It 1s no the 
Duty- of all Chriſtians to erideavour to 
live up ſo ſtrictly to the Rules and 
Precepts of Gods Law as to be above 
the Fear. of Man'ss And cou'd we 
perſuade all Men fo to do, the Magr 
ſtrate wou'd have an caſfie Task. For 
Facile eft imperium in bonos. "Good Men 
are calily govern'd. And tho* it be 
Joy to a juſt Magiſtrate to do Judgment 


upon Evil doers, when there 1s need of 


it, yet tus a much greater Joy to haye 
no. Occaſion; and they are much þer- 


ter and happier Times when Men will 


do their Duty, and be good without 
it. Let- us therefore be of that Nunm- 
ber, and fo ſhall we eſcape thar Deftru- 


ion which 1s here threaten” d in the 


Text, 
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